you lose yourself in amorous and passionate acts to the exclusion of all else. Taking
advantage of this lapse on your part, indra and the devas are performing intense
tapas to propitiate Para-Sakti desiring victory over you. If Para-Devi becomes
pleased with their tapas, Indra is sure to bring about your downfall. Please, therefore,
tear yourself away from the clutches of this Maya-Mohini and proceed with your
ministers and armies to the Himalayas and put an end to the austerities and tapas
of your foe without further delay. Please rise up now and tarry not any longer in
your delusion; for it may be already too late to mend matters. Arise and save yourself
while there may yet be some hope! Turn from that wily Mohini before she brings you
woe! Please arise from this ill-advised torpor of moha and let wisdom prevail."
Thus roused to action and brought to his normal senses by his Guru Sukracharya,
Bhandasura left his couch of lust and called together all his ministers for consultation.
Having been appraised of the situation, Minister Srutavarma spoke thus: " 0 Lord
of the daityas! Sixty thousand years of undisputed sovereignty has been granted to
thee by Lord Shiva as a boon. It is now long past that period; and several more
years have rolled by. It would be therefore futile to think of retaining sovereignty
much longer. It will not be possible for us to obstruct the tapas of the devatas.
Weal and Woe are like two diametrically opposite points on the ever-revolving wheel
of Time. We have had our share of happiness and power all these many years; now
it is our lot to share the opposite for a like period. Hearing this, Minister Bheemakarna
sprang to his feet and said; " 0 great and invincible hero of the danavas! It is ever
unwise to allow the enemy to get stronger in any way. We can, and we must, put an
end to their tapas by obstructing it at all cost! Victory shall be thine alone; for, has
not Shiva granted thee a boon whereby half of the strength of thine enemies will
pass into thyself? Nor can their weapons have any effect on thee! Hence success
for thee is ever assured. Let us, therefore, rush to the place where our foes are
performing tapas and destroy them without delay"
Bhandasura was thus roused to action; and he immediately gathered together
his armies and marched to the Himalayas. Para-Sakti, whom the devas had been
propitiating all these thousands of years, put up an illusory barrier around them so
that the danavas may not molest them. Surprised, Bhandasura and his hosts
wondered as to who could have cast such a barrier in their way so suddenly!
However, Bhandasura soon became wrathful at having been thus thwarted in his
attempt; and he smote the barrier with all his might with one of his veritable astras
and succeeded in removing it. Para Devi immediately put up another barrier stronger
than the first. This too Bhandasura succeeded in removing with the aid of his Maha
Astra of Wind (Vayu-Astra). No sooner had the second barrier disappeared than
there rose up a third and stronger one, stemming his advance. This also Bhandasura
destroyed; only to find another barrier take its place! Having thus been repeatedly
foiled m his attempt, Bhandasura lost his patience and retired to his capital in great
frustration and deep disgust.
The devatas, in turn, were also frightened by the sudden appearance and dis-
appearance of so many barriers naar them; and not knowing their cause,made pre-
parations to flee. Deva-Ramana intervening, accosted them and spoke words of
encouragement to them thus: " I have seen our enemies, the danavas, approach
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